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Illinois Lake Management Association 

29th Annual Conference 
April 10-12, 2014 

Timbre Creek Inn & Suites in Sandwich, IL. 

 

 
The program agenda, speaker schedule, topics, abstracts and posters are available in the 
program brochure.  The 30th annual conference is scheduled for February 19-21, 2015 at the 
NIU in DeKalb, IL 
 
The keynote speakers were followed by concurrent break out sessions.  I attended the 
following sessions: 
 
Keynote Session 1:  Cindy Skrukrud [Sierra Club], Ed Britton [USFWS, Upper Mississippi 
River National Wildlife and Fish Refuge], and Tom Yon Geldern [Friends of Hackmatack 
National Wildlife Refuge] discussed the nation's newest addition to the National Wildlife 
Refuge system: Hackmatack National Wildlife Refuge. They explained how the refuge came 
to be and how this current 12-acre easement on 72 acres of land owned by the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources will grow to cover four core areas equating to thousands of 
acres in Illinois and southern Wisconsin for wildlife preservation for migratory and grass 
land birds. 
 
Keynote Session 2:  Eric Schoeny [City of Aurora] and Aaron Cosentino [City of Elgin] 
provided a municipal perspective on what 'green infrastructure' means in terms of practice, 
maintenance, and dollars.  Focus on water quality data from Aurora's separate and combined 
sewer outfalls as an indication of how conventional grey infrastructure alone is not the 
answer to improving the quality of our water resources.  

 

Concurrent Sessions: 

 

The Top Ten List of Things You Can Do for Your Lake  
Mary Cowell, Lake County Forest Preserves  

Holly Hudson, Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning  

Greg Hitzroth, Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant  

Margaret Schneemann, Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant  

James Fitzgerald, EA Engineering, Science, and Technology  

Tim Pasternak, Round Lake Management Commission  

1. Know your watershed 

2. Use agricultural and urban BMPs 

3. Establish buffer strips along shorelines 

4. Practice lake-friendly home and yard care 
5. Create or update a bathymetric map 

6. Obtain a fisheries survey with recommendations 

7. Regularly monitor your lake 
8. Prevent the spread of exotic species 
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9. Educate and involve watershed residents 

10. Develop a lake management plan 

 

• Apply for Scale Grants ($500/year) for clean up. 

• Invite Tim Pasternak to share communication and community involvement ideas 

Environmentalism and Social Media  
     Lois Kanter, Northern Illinois University  

• Choose media by audience 

• Dedicate time 

• Answer promptly 

• Share important and relevant information 

Evaluation of Fish Community Response to Dam Removal and Fish Passage Projects in 
Northeastern Illinois 

Stephen Pescitelli, Illinois DNR 

 

Pond Management- Chapter 4 from the guide: 'Retrofitting Large Landscapes for 
Sustainability' 

Keith Gray, ILM / Lydia Scott, Morton Arboretum  

"It took 10 years to get this way, give me at least two years before you fire me." 

This talk was about Chapter 4 of "Retrofitting Large Landscapes for Sustainability"  A 
hard copy of the full publication is available for review.  This talk reviewed work on a site 
from a historical perspective similar to our - i.e. designed 40+ years ago, managed by 
volunteers, oversight by changing officials and inherited in the current condition. 

 
Watershed awareness in Sycamore/DeKalb  
     Christopher Moreno, Northern Illinois University  

 
Planning and Implementing a Lake Dredging Project  
     Peter Berrini, Berrini & Associates  

Determination of sediment location is often more important than sediment 
depth.  Determination of the sediment cross-section is invaluable for 
removal decisions.  Often sediment is deeper than sonar methods detect. 
 

Reducing Swim Bans through Habitat Restoration  
     Kathy Paap, Lake County Health Department  

 

Spatial Watershed Assessment & Management Model (SWAMM) 

JeffBoeckler, Northwater Consulting  

 The is a highly detailed watershed program with high output value for watershed 
evaluation. Our village administrator and engineer should take advantage of the fact 
that it was already been used to do a complete analysis of the Mill Creek and Dutch 
Mill Creek watershed. 

 

The Hydro-Geomorphic Method (HGM) for Establishing Landscape Scale Conservation 
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Priorities in Large River Floodplain Corridors  

Joseph Bartletti, Prairie Engineers of Illinois  

 

The HABs and HAB Nots  
Mike Adam, Lake County Health Department  

  HAB microcystin toxin levels in the state were not as bad in 2013 as they were in   
  2012.  However, 28 out of 30 beaches local tested showed positive levels of     
  microcystin. 
 

Modeling Adoption of Prevention Practices for Aquatic Invasive Species  

Ellen Cole, Loyola University 

 
Water Quality Impacts of Road Salt Storage along Illinois Rivers  

Christine Zeivel, Illinois EPA  

 The storage of road salt piles are often placed by private contractors and municipalities 
in locations allowing salt water run-off into local stream or rivers which violated 
NPDES regulations. 

 
The True Cost of Herbicide Resistance  
     Brett Bultemeier; Clarke  

 Resistance of emerging macrophytes is an ever increasing problem.  Rotation of 
herbicides is advised and necessary to control macrophytes when resistance is 
Encountered.  While the substitute herbicide is often more expensive, it was 
demonstrated that in the long term it is in fact less costly to rotate herbicides so that the 
first choice, least expensive herbicide does not become totally ineffective resulting in 
the more costly herbicide the only one left to control the problem.  The key is not to 
allow resistant plant to propagate.   Milfoil is controlled by fluoridone and auxing while 
Curlyleaf pondweed is more tricky to control with fluoridone and spot treatment with 
aquathol.  

 

Aquatic Invasive Species Outreach for Water Gardeners and Aquarium Hobbyists  

Greg Hitzroth, Illinois-Indiana Sea Grant 

 
An Integrated Approach to Invasive Species Control: Drury Wetland  
     Kara DeGraff, ILM  

 
For details beyond my gleanings, please refer to the abstracts.  There contact information is 
available for the individual presenters and companies who would be glad to supply additional 
information.    
 
Bryan Cross, was re-elected to serve a second term as president of ILMA.  
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
Kenneth W. Funk, Ph.D. 
Chairman, Lindenhurst Lake Commission. 


