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Illinois Lake Management Association 

30
th

 Annual Conference 
February 19, 2015 

Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, IL. 

 

 
The program agenda, speaker schedule, topics, and abstracts are available in the program 
brochure.  The 31st annual conference is scheduled for February 29 - March 2, 2016 at the 
Hilton Hotel & Conference Center, Springfield, IL 
 
The keynote speakers were followed by concurrent break out sessions.  I attended the 
following sessions: 
 
Keynote Session 1:  Chad Pregracke, Living Land and Waters. 

Chad Pregracke's presentation was the inspirational highlight of the conference.  As a 
young boy growing up at a home on the upper Mississippi river he saw the horrendous 
amount of trash in the majestic river.  He began single handed to remove the trash.  He got 
early sponsorship help from Alcoa and then national news attention.  At 23 he 
incorporated Living Land and Waters, a 501.C3 organization that has grown to a massive 
volunteer organization with river barges.  Eight million pounds of tires, refrigerators, 
barrels, etc. have been removed from the Mississippi and several other major rivers across 
the country. 
 

Keynote Session 2:  Marcia Willhite, IEPA Bureau of Water talked about the IEPA work 
to reduce the high nutrient load into the Illinois and Mississippi rivers.  Illinois is one of 
the two top offenders in putting nutrients into the rivers which is responsible for the Gulf 
Hypoxia Zone off the coastline at the delta. 

 

Keynote Session 3:  Stephen McCracken of the DuPage River Salt Creek Workgroup 

discussed the not-for-profit corporation that works to develop regional watershed 
management plans. 

 

Concurrent Sessions:  abstracts of all the concurrent session are available in the program 
book.  Below are the gleanings I found of interest to the LLC from the session attended.   

Watershed Watchdogs: Gary Swick, Friends of the Fox River.    

Volunteerism was addressed.  Some interesting suggestions to encourage participation 
were "monitor with you mother" to get kids to involve parents; use of "peer teaching" to 
have older children show the way to younger ones; to develop a "Biological Monitoring 
Datasheet" which is useful to have residents identify and report a sight of concern.  The to 
"awaken, understand, appreciate and insure action". 

How to Grow BIG: Sue George, The Conservation Foundation. 

This was another presentation encouraging focusing on the potential of students in 
volunteer efforts through activities like stenciling drains or other adopt-a-project ideas.   
An organization American Rivers supplied free trash bags for approved projects. 
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Finding Funds for Lake and Watershed Improvements: Richard Hilton, Wonder Lake. 

While there is no money available for dredging and $10MM requested for in 319 grants 
applications with the state having only $3MM available the Wonder Lake associate got 
grants and utilized an SSA to dredge Wonder Lake which is now finally in progress.  
$6MM in grants and $2MM in watershed resident donations have been procured.  Funds 
were successfully obtained for shoreline erosion that impacts downstream sediment flow 
reduction.  An extensive and useful resource called Water Quality Grant Programs detail 
sheet was prepared and is attached. 

Continuous Nutrient Monitoring In Illinois Streams: Paul Terrio, USGS. 

Basically the take home message was that single point data has limited value.  Continuous 
monitoring is really the only way to improve the accuracy of the documentation of 
changing conditions in a body of water.  This raises questions in my mind about our LLC 
lake goals which rely on limited data points. 

Detecting Algae before the Bloom: Kyle Kaminski, YSI. 
This turned out to be a "commercial" for monitoring probes.  They were new and 
sophisticated with 4 or 6 customizable probes in a single user adaptable unit.  There is a 
free EXO university tutorial on line to learn about their use.  While probably beyond 
practical use for the village or LLC they do nice technological advances that organizations 
like the LCHD or herbicide application may being using in the future. 

Harmful Algal Bloom Surveillance in Illinois: a Public Health Perspective: Justin 

Albertson, Illinois Public Health/CDC. 

The challenges of dealing with HABs continues to be both a concern and a poor 
understood phenomenon associated with the increasingly common blue-green algae 
blooms and associated mycocystin toxins releases with BGA is lysed with copper 
algaecides.  

Key Findings from the Wisconsin Initiative of Climate Change Impacts (WICCI) 

Adaptive Assessment: Tim Asplund, Wisconsin DNR. 

Data was shared that seemed to indicate that if trends continue Wisconsin will warm from 
4-9 degrees by the mid-21st century.  Also that winters and early springs will be 40% 
wetter in the future.   

What Lake Ice Seasonality Tells Us about Lakes and Climate: John Magnuson, 

University of Wisconsin. 

Data indicated that there are 29 days less ice on Lake Mendota since record keeping began 
in 1878.  Data was reviewed and tied to El Ninos from the two longest running lake ice 
records.  They are Lake Suwa, Japan (1443-2004 561 years) and River Torne, Finland 
(1692 - 2013 321 years).  Lake Geneva has had two recent years that it did not free over. 

Panel Discussion: Exotic Species 

Hydrilla is a very serious invasive exotic that has been found in all the states surrounding 
Illinois including southern Wisconsin and northwestern Indiana.  It is just a matter of time 
until it appears in Illinois waters.  It is impossible to eliminate and states have spent 
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millions of dollars trying.  Early detection and reports in help to minimize damage to lakes 
and waterways.  The LCHD ES has an ongoing program for reporting and rapid response 
led by biologist Kathy Papp. 

Gray vs. Green: Integrated Green Infrastructure Solutions that Manage Resources of 

Enrich Communities: John Patchett, Conservation Design Group. 

Another commercial, but interesting in that the technology to completely handle normal 
storm water in a profitable way has come a long way.  Modular porous pavement is 
gaining in popularity in communities to replace traditional non-porous pavement.  In 
many cases retention basin can be completely eliminated. 

Role of Aquatic Insects in Water Quality" Nicole Vidales, Illinois EPA. 
An excellent presentation of macro-invertebrates and their incredible diversity.  Their 
relative abundance and ratios can be used to determine the health of the biosystem. 

Damn those Dams: their Effects on Stream Ecosystems: Jeremey Tiermann, INHS 

The research centered on endangered mussels and the reintroduction into steam beds after 
dam removal because they require moving water to survive.  Sample of snails from lakes 
around Illinois are requested for research. 

Predation of sunfish (Lepomis spp.) on the aquatic milfoil weevil (Euhrychiopsis 

lecontei): Daniel Miller, University of Wisconsin. 
Introduction of extremely expensive milfoil weevils is a waste of money because that are 
immediately eaten by bluegills.  If weevils survive they are effective and winter over in 
leaf litter.  Lakes with shoreline that are all lawns with no trees go not provide habitat for 
weevils. 

Macro-invertebrate Index of Biotic Integrity (IBI) in Illinois: Diane Tancl. Illinois EPA 

A review of the data from samplings all across the state of Illinois.  Species identified fell 
into upper, middle and down state populations and the IBI should be compared within a 
region to insure a apples to apples comparison. 

Sustainable Landscapes: Rain Gardens with Native Plants:  Andy Stahr, The Pizzo 

Group. 

Another commercial from a capable group gave a practical "how to" for preparing rain 
gardens and suggest plant materials to put in them.  Native plants should be referred to as 
"drought tolerant perennials".  The rain garden should be half the size of the area of rain 
collection, about 10 feet away from a foundation and 2-3 inches deep with a overflow 
drain.   

 
Sharon Osterby was elected to serve as president of ILMA.  
 
Respectively submitted, 
 
Kenneth W. Funk, Ph.D. 
Chairman, Lindenhurst Lake Commission. 


